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The h istory of WKU' s part - t ime faculty s tipend fo r a three - hour 
cou rse i s summa r i zed belo ',,: 
Period 
Prio r to 1/1 /99 
Effec t i ve 1/1/99 
Effec t ive 8/ 16/00 
Range 
$ 990- 1 , 360 
1 , 100 - 1 , 500 
1,2 10 - 1 , 65 0 
Average 
$ 1, 175 
1 , 300 
I, 430 
According to the 
first in a long , 
percent each . 
p rovost ' s 
l ong time . 
off ice , the i nc r ease 
The two increases 
on 1 /1/99 was " the 
were approximately 10 
WKU conducted a survey of t he benchmark uni ver sit ies in Fal l 1 996 
to assess the le ve l o f stipends . The 5 1 , 799 median stipend of our 
benchmark u nivers ities was 1 53 percen t o f 'liKU' s $1 , 175 averOige . 
Ho',.; has TtiKU fared in the period from 1996 t o 2001 and rela t ive r.o 
r.he new group of benchmark u nive rsi t ies? We did a survey of our l is ted 
benchma rk univers i t ies to make a current compar ison . Itle received 14 
res p onses ; no res?onses were rece i ved f rom Nort her n Michigan 
University , \~estern Ca r ol ina Uni ve r s i ty , and Youngsto wn Un iversity . 
The table be 10"'" l i sts t he respondent s in the order o f their average 
st i pend amount for a th ree-hou r cou rs e . 
Average , of WKU 
Rank Ins t itu tion Range of Range Average 
1 v.·est Che ster U. {PAl N/A $4 , 848 339% 
2 ItJes t ern Ill ino i s U. $3 , 500-5 , 000 4, 250 297% 
3 Bo '.-.; l i ng Green st. U. 3 , 000-5 , 000 4 , 000 278 % 
4 Ca l. St . U .• Fre sno N/A 3,7 20 259% 
5 Illinois S t: . U. 3 , 000-3 , 60 0 3 , 300 23 1% 
6 U. Northern 10 .... ·a 2 , 80 0 - 3 ,4 00 3 , 100 217% 
7 Eastern Michigan U. N/A 3 , 000 210% 
MEDIAN N/A 2,800 196% 
8 Appalachian St . U. 2 , 4 48 - 2 , 754 2 , 601 182% 
9 Centra l MO St . U. 2 , 100 -2 , 700 2 , 400 16 8 % 
10 Eas tern Illinois U. N/ .n. 2 , 400 168 % 
11 Sou t heas t MO St . U. l , 993 - 2 , 410 2 , 202 154% 
12 Wes tern Ca r o li na U. N/A 2,10 0 1 47% 
13 Ball St . U. 1 , 80 0- 2 , 400 2 ,10 0 14 7% 
14 I ndiana St . U. N/A 1, 800 126 % 
Western Kentucky U. 1,210-1 ,650 1,430 100% 
I~KU ranks last a mo ng our benchmarks . The med i an st i pend o f our 
benc hmanks i s almos t twice that of WK U' s stipend . In 19 96 , the med i a n 
stipend of our benchmarks ' .... as 153 ?ercent o f WKU' s stipend . In 20 01 , 
, 
• 
• 
• 
the median stipend o f our benchmarks is 196% of WKU' s stipend . 
five-year period, WKU has fallen farther behind . 
In a 
The approximate number of courses taught by part-time facu l ty 
(but not includi ng optional retirees) is s ummarized be l o w by c~ l lege 
and academic year . 
Academic Year 
College 94 -9 5 95-96 96 - 97 97 98 98 - 99 99- 00 
Ed ucation 156 155 175 206 190 242 
Business 1 4 2 36 34 4~ _ 
Science 114 96 87 119 150 106 
Potter Arts 241 277 272 30 1 303 285 
Subtotal 512 532 536 662 677 676 
Community 196 1 62 172 167 159 225 
Extend . /Nontrad . 457 456 488 512 528 535 
Note : This table was prepared from data o f to ta l part-time salar i es 
paid (data suppl ied by the provos t ' s office) . Those tota l sala ries 
were divided by the WKU ave r age stipend for each year to estimate t he 
number of courses. 
The number of courses taught by part-time faculty has i ncre ased by 23 
percent over the five years shown. Although the stipend paid by I'/KU 
has lost ground to our benchmarks , WKU has been successful in offering 
more courses that are taught by part-t i me faculty . 
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